
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
1. Foundations of Social Science Research

Interdisciplinary approaches
Conceptualisation of research problems
Development of research questions and hypotheses

2. Research Design, Sampling, and Field Survey
Exploratory, descriptive, explanatory, and experimental designs
Sampling techniques and sample size determination
Designing primary survey and preparing questionnaire
Fieldwork challenges and ethics

3. Quantitative Methods and Statistical Analysis
Univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analysis
Handling large-scale datasets (e.g., NSS, PLFS, NFHS, IHDS)
Data management and analysis using Stata
Panel data and time series methods

4. Advanced and Emerging Research Tools
Python for data analysis
Machine learning algorithms for social science research

5. Academic Writing and Research Dissemination
Structuring manuscripts, theses, and reports
Navigating peer-review and publication processes
Ethical writing and avoiding plagiarism
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Last date for submission of applications (Extended)
Communication on acceptance from MIDS
Last date for registration
Workshop will commence

IMPORTANT DATES

LINK TO APPLY

25 January 2026
3 February 2026

10 February 2026
9 March 2026

INVITES PHD STUDENTS AND EARLY-CAREER
RESEARCHERS TO APPLY FOR

MADRAS INSTITUTE OF
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES (MIDS)



Founded in 1971 by Malcolm S. Adiseshiah, Madras Institute
of Development Studies (MIDS) is a national research
institute in Chennai, making remarkable contributions to
social science research, policy recommendations and
programme evaluation in the state as well as the country.
The Institute’s PhD programme, affiliated with the
University of Madras, has been indispensable in promoting
social science teaching and training. The key objectives of
the institute revolve around conducting interdisciplinary
research and educational activities to promote social
sciences and furthering development.

ABOUT MIDS

WWW.MIDS.AC.IN

The Workshop aims to strengthen methodological capabilities
among doctoral scholars and early-career researchers by
providing comprehensive and hands-on training that focuses on
quantitative, statistical, and computational methods while
ensuring conceptual clarity and practical application. The
workshop is designed to introduce participants to foundational
elements of research, such as epistemology, research design,
conceptualisation of problems, and sampling strategies along
with advanced analytical tools increasingly essential in
contemporary scholarship. Emphasis will be placed on
quantitative research techniques, including descriptive and
inferential statistics, regression modelling, causal inference,
multivariate methods, and emerging methods such as panel data
econometrics, time series analysis, and machine learning
applications in social science contexts.

Participants will engage with real-world datasets such as the
NSS, NFHS, PLFS, IHDS, and various administrative databases.
They will also learn to work with modern analytic tools including
Stata and Python, ensuring that they develop practical skills to
clean, manage, analyse, and visualise data efficiently. This
practical orientation ensures that theoretical concepts are
translated effectively into empirical applications suited to
dissertation work, scholarly publications, and policy reports. The
workshop also recognises the increasing importance of
reproducibility, transparency, and ethical standards in research.
Accordingly, dedicated sessions will focus on data management,
documentation, research ethics, informed consent procedures,
and responsible use of digital data sources. Additional modules
will introduce participants to academic writing, and publication
strategies, thereby improving the overall quality of their research
dissemination.

The structure of the workshop promotes participatory and
interactive learning. Each session includes demonstrations,
exercises, hands-on software training, and discussion of case
studies from economics, development studies, demography, etc.
Resource persons from leading universities, research institutions,
and policy organisations will share experiences of applying
quantitative and interdisciplinary approaches to real-world
problems.

By the end of this programme, participants will:
Strengthen their conceptual foundations in quantitative
research design and methodology.
Gain expertise in statistical reasoning, modelling techniques,
and data interpretation.
Acquire hands-on proficiency in statistical software and
computational tools.
Learn how to analyse large datasets and apply advanced
methods in social science research.
Improve academic writing skills and understand publication
standards.
Develop the ability to prepare policy-oriented research
outputs.
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All the sessions will be conducted offline at MIDS.
Essential reading materials will be provided by email.
Participants will be awarded certificates of
participation upon successful completion of the
workshop.
Two keynote lectures and one public lecture from
distinguished speakers.

WHAT WE PROVIDE

The workshop is open to PhD students and early-career
researchers in colleges, universities and research
institutions (belonging to Social Sciences disciplines)
having a strong component of Quantitative Analysis in
their ongoing research work. An applicant must possess
at least elementary knowledge of Statistics and
Spreadsheet. It is preferable that the applicant is familiar
with at least one of the Statistical Software.

WHO CAN APPLY?

Applicants must submit an extended abstract (maximum
1000 words) of their ongoing research, which will be
evaluated by a panel of reviewers. In addition, applicants
are required to provide a short statement outlining their
expectations from participating in the workshop, limited
to 250 words. Manuscripts should be submitted in PDF or
MS Word format, using Times New Roman font, size 12,
with 1.5-line spacing. Participants will be shortlisted based
on the relevance of their ongoing research, with particular
emphasis on a strong quantitative methodology
component.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Accommodation will be arranged for outstation
participants. Eligible outstation participants may claim
travel reimbursement up to Rs. 3000 for the shortest rail
route (AC three-tier), in accordance with the institute’s
norms.

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION

Without accommodation: Rs. 1500
With accommodation: Rs. 3000
Registration link and fee payment option will be
provided on 3 February 2026

WORKSHOP FEE

Please write to the workshop coordinator:
Monalisha Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, MIDS
Email: monalisha@mids.ac.in

ENQUIRIES

30 (Maximum)
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